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Peter Blum is pleased to announce an exhibition of new works by Luisa Rabbia entitled Drawing at 20 West 
57th Street, New York.  This is the artist’s second solo show with the gallery. There will be an opening 
reception on Thursday, December 11th, from 6 to 8 p.m.  The exhibition runs through February 7th, 2015.  
 
Luisa Rabbia comes from Turin, Italy, where she studied in the atmosphere of the Arte Povera movement. In 
her work, she explores the internal lives of individuals in relation to others and their environment.  In the 
exhibition, she continues to investigate shared human experience.  
 
The color blue plays an important role in her practice, calling to mind the blood-rich veins of the human 
vascular system. The artist views the color blue as a unifier representing the universality of human kind.  
 
Two diptychs in the show depict pairs of faces connected by intertwining root-like forms. The facial skin here 
becomes a terrain where psychological states are mapped and super-imposed. As for the group of sculptures 
on view, Rabbia draws faces on found rocks which she specially prepares. The gender and race of these 
individuals are often difficult to discern.  
 
One monumental work in the exhibition, NorthSouthEastWest, 2014 is a four-panel drawing on paper 
mounted onto stretched linen canvases. Vein-like roots radiate from the central form. The process of drawing 
transforms the subject into a luminous volume floating on the surface of blue. The panels both segment the 
overall form and define the borders of the four geographic quadrants alluding to what is divided and what is 
shared.   
  
In Pathway, 2014, the surface of the painting resembles a rugged landscape with a river or gap splitting the 
drawing into two physical locations. Rabbia uses the shape of her own fingerprints to transform a mark of 
individuality into an expression of collectivity.   
 
Concurrently, Waterfall, an installation on the façade of the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston, MA 
is on view through January 2015.  
 
Luisa Rabbia was born in 1970 in Pinerolo (Torino, Italy) and lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. Solo 
exhibitions include Peter Blum Gallery, New York, NY (2012); Fundación PROA, Buenos Aires, Argentina, curated by 
Beatrice Merz (2010); Fondazione Merz, Torino, Italy, curated by Beatrice Merz (2009); Fondazione Querini Stampalia, 
Venezia, Italy (2009); and The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Boston, MA, curated by Pieranna Cavalchini (2008). 
Group exhibitions include shows at the La Maison Particulière, Brussels, Belgium (2014); Carpenter Center for the 
Visual Arts, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA (2013); the MAGA, Museo Arte Gallarate, Gallarate (VA), Italy, 
curated by Francesca Pasini and Angela Vettese (2010); MAXXI Museo Nazionale delle Arti del XXI secolo, Roma, 
Italy, curated by Paolo Colombo (2007); and the Shanghai Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai, China, curated by 
Achille Bonito Oliva (2006).  

 
 

 For additional information and photographic material please contact David Blum or Andrea Serbonich at 
art@peterblumgallery.com (Tel: +1 212 244 6055). Gallery hours: Tuesday-Friday, 10am-6pm; Saturday, 11am-6pm 


