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DANIEL RICH: PLATFORMS OF POWER AT THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, BOSTON  
EXPLORES THE LINK BETWEEN ARCHITECTURE, NATIONALISM, AND POLITICS 

 
MFA Presents First Museum Exhibition of Works by SMFA Alumnus Daniel Rich 

 
 

BOSTON, MA (October 2, 2012)—Exploring the use of architecture as a metaphor for political power is at the core of 
Daniel Rich’s intricate paintings. Created using hand-cut stencils and a complex system of color mixing and masking, his 
dramatic images appear both abstract and realistic, offering a new way at looking at structures and what they represent. 

Eleven of his works, all made in the past two years, are featured in Daniel Rich: 
Platforms of Power, on view through March 31, 2013, at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston (MFA). In this exhibition, his first solo show at a museum, Rich 
debuts four new paintings, including two inspired by sites in Boston. Platforms of 
Power is presented in the Edward H. Linde Gallery in the MFA’s Linde Family 

Wing for Contemporary Art. It continues an annual series of MFA exhibitions 

focusing on graduates of the School of the Museum of Fine Arts (SMFA) of the 
past decade whose work has  

Milad Tower, Tehran, 2012, Daniel Rich         achieved international acclaim. Rich is a 2004 graduate of the School of the Museum 
of Fine Arts (SMFA). The exhibition is presented with generous support from The Contemporaries and the Callaghan 
Family Fund for Contemporary Exhibitions. 
 
“We are delighted to welcome Daniel back to Boston,” said Edward Saywell, Chair of the Linde Family for Contemporary 
Art and Arthur K. Solomon Curator of Modern Art. “Our series of exhibitions focused on recent alums of the SMFA has 
allowed us to highlight the work of some exceptional artists, Daniel prime among them.” 
 

A native of Germany (b. 1977), now living and working in Brooklyn, NY, Rich began investigating the link 
between architecture, nationalism, and politics during his years in Boston while pursuing his Master of Fine Arts 
degree at the SMFA. Drawing upon source images such as newspapers, Google images, and his own 
photographs, the artist creates smooth-surfaced, painstakingly precise paintings through a complex and labor-
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intensive process of hand-cutting stencils, mixing countless related shades of acrylic, and applying the paint 
with a squeegee onto a composite surface. 
 
“I saw one of Daniel’s paintings at a New York gallery and was immediately seduced by its creamy, mysterious 
surface. Later, I was excited to rediscover his work and learn about his MFA connection as a former student at 
the School,” said Al Miner, assistant curator of Contemporary Art, who organized the exhibition. “His technical 
virtuosity and keen eye for the symbolism and politics that surround us ake him uniquely able to inspire strong 
feelings in his viewers.” 
 
In works ranging from large (81 x 59 inches) to small (12 x 7 inches), Rich draws the viewer’s attention to 
architectural details, such as darkened windows or unoccupied stadium seats, devoid of people. He explores 
symbols of power – real-life structures, and entities such as computer servers – that illustrate the international 
race for global domination. Difficult to construct, but easily toppled or unplugged, his subjects are part of a 
delicate system whose success or failure affects economies worldwide. Just below the calm and orderly 
facades of these structures lie, as Rich says, “…a dialogue about changing political power structures, failed 
utopias, and the devastations caused by ideological struggles, war, and natural upheavals.” 

 
In Boston, Rich looked at two platforms of power: politics and 
information. City Hall, Boston (2012) presents a rarely seen view of 
Boston’s iconic City Hall, an emblem of the Brutalist architectural 
movement with its angular, top-heavy, and blockish aesthetic. The 
building was intended to welcome the public and encourage citizens 
to participate in government. Instead, it was popularly viewed as 
fortress-like, start, and inhospitable. Rich was fascinated by City Hall 
when he was a student at the SMFA, and for his exhibition was given 

City Hall, Boston, 2012. Daniel Rich                         special access to its interior areas. In this painting, he captures the 
beauty of its hidden spaces, revealing a little-seen geometry that is at once awe inspiring and foreboding. 
 
Another hidden space is highlighted in Downtown Crossing, Boston (2012), which depicts a little-known secure 
facility that houses high-capacity computer servers. These store critical data for governments, 
telecommunications companies, think tanks, and corporations. Located in a non-descript building near Boston’s 
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bustling shopping district, Downtown Crossing, these high-rise-like computer towers, like the urban buildings 
that Rich paints, are also symbols of power. Rich’s other works Server (2011) and IBN MIRA Computer (2011) 
also showcase the looming power of information. 
 
Finding inspiration in locales around the world, Rich explores the quest for validation on an international scale 
of his depiction of the missile-shaped Ryugyong Hotel, Pyongyang (2012) in North Korea, a building intended to 
be the world’s tallest hotel until stalled by the country’s economic slump. It is a symbol of political propaganda, 
meant to portray the country to the outside world as powerful, prosperous, and unified. Other references to 
repressive regimes are seen in Rich’s paintings Mubarak’s Return to Cairo (2011), a depiction of deposed 
Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak being brought back by helicopter to stand trial, and Milad Tower, Tehran 
(2012), a detailed view of the top of the fifth tallest telecommunication tower in the world, located in Iran. 
 
EDWARD H. LINDE GALLERY — Community Arts and SMFA Gallery 
Daniel Rich: Platforms of Power is on view in the Edward H. Linde Gallery, which features exhibitions that further the 
MFA’s commitment to the community of Boston artists of all ages. This space alternately features exhibitions of works 
created by acclaimed School of the Museum of Fine Arts (SMFA) alumni and participants in the Museum’s Community 
Artist Initiative, supported by the Linde Family Foundation. The Community Arts Initiative introduces young people to the 
MFA’s collections and the art-making process through exhibition and programs including The Artist Project, a 
collaboration among the MFA, the SMFA, and eight Boston-area after-school community organizations, led by a locally 
based artist. 
 
The Linde Family Wing for Contemporary Art, which opened in September 2011, furthers the mission of Joyce and the late Edward 
Linde. The Lindes’ interest in art education and the power of art and art-making to transform he lives of children and adults has 
resulted in the Linde Family Foundation’s visionary grant for community arts programming at the MFA, where the Community Arts 
Initiative was established in 2005. Joyce Linde has served as an MFA Trustee since 2001, is former chair of the Collections 
Committee, and former and founding chair of the Gifts of Art campaign. 
 
The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (MFA), is recognized for the quality and scope of its encyclopedic collection, which includes an 
estimated 450,000 objects. The Museum’s collection is made up of: Art in the Americas; Art of Europe; Contemporary Art; Art of Asia, 
Oceania, and Africa; Art of the Ancient World; Prints, Drawings, and Photographs; Textile and Fashion Arts; and Musical Instruments. 
Open seven days a week, the MFA’s hours are Saturday through Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 4:45 p.m.; and Wednesday through Friday, 10 
a.m. – 9:45 p.m. Admission (which includes one repeat visit within 10 days) is $25 for adults and $23 for senior and students age 18 
and older, and includes entry to all galleries and special exhibitions. Admission is free for University Members and youths age 17 and 
younger on weekdays after 3 p.m., weekends, and Boston Public School holidays; otherwise $10. Wednesday nights after 4 p.m. 
admission is by voluntary contribution (suggested donation $25). MFA Members are always admitted for free. The Museum if closed 
on New Year’s Day, Patriots’ Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. For more information, visit www.mfa.org or call 
617.267.9300. The MFA is located on the Avenue of the Arts at 465 Huntington Avenue, Boston, MA 02115. 

http://www.mfa.org/

